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“Daddy, can you come with me?”  If you are a dad you have heard those words before.  
Maybe you heard those words when your child has had some doubts or fears.  Maybe it was 
when they went to school the first time, or the dentist (Yuck) or the dark basement. 
 

The presence of a parent or loved one changes everything from a child’s perspective.  So it 
does with us as well.  Life is challenging and we can be left with doubts, fears, or questions 
about our purpose in life.   
 

I would like for you to join me as we explore Immanuel…God with us this Christmas season.  
We will look at God with us, God within us, God through us and finally on Christmas Eve:  
God for us. 
 

Immanuel: God is with us—God came to us. What a staggering thought. It is really the 
essence of the Christian faith and the Christian life. The Bible never teaches that we will 
have problem-free lives as followers of Christ. But the Bible does teach that we never will 
be alone. And because of that, we don’t have to be afraid.  
 

Join us this Christmas season as hear biblical messages on Immanuel - God with us. 
 

 
Christmas Greetings 
Please allow me to wish you a Merry Christmas from my family and the staff of Hillcrest.  
Please accept our wishes for a blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  Be filled with 
the joy of Christ as you accept the gift of the divine Child whose destiny was guided by His 
love for you. 
 
 
 

 
 

Matthew 1:23 “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel”  
   



“A Christmas Carol  

Special Report” 
 

 
Children’s Christmas Musical 
The Children’s Christmas musical will take place at 6:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 15.   
 

The dress rehearsal for the play will be held on Saturday, Dec. 
14, from 9 a.m.- noon.  The children will be taking a lunch break 
around 11 a.m. during the rehearsal (Thanks, Stacy!).   
 

Also, just a reminder, all of our children need to be at the church 
no later than 6 p.m. on the evening of the performance.  
Following the performance, everyone is invited to join us in the 
downstairs fellowship hall for Christmas fun and goodies.   
Contact:  Stephanie Mahone 

 
 

PARTIES AND  

CHRISTMAS 

CHEER 
 

Cookie Exchange 
This annual exchange of holiday sweet treats will take place  
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 9:30 a.m.  This is a great way to gather and 
taste many difference kinds of cookies, candies and confections 
without all the fuss.   Please sign up on the hallway bulletin board 
by Dec. 8 so everyone knows how many cookies to make.  On or 
before Dec. 11, each person will be contacted with the number of 
cookies they will need to bring to the exchange.  You will then 
pre-package your cookies in batches of 6 so that each person will 
be able to take home one package of each baked item.  Happy 
baking!  Contact: Stacy Lee 

 

SPECIAL 

CHRISTMAS 

CHURCH 

EVENTS 
 

All Church Meeting 
There will be a brief all church meeting on Sunday, Dec. 22 
immediately following the morning worship service.  This an-
nual meeting will include a vote for the new Vision Team mem-
bers.  
 

Christmas Eve Service  
Join us for a special Christmas Eve candlelight service as we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior.  The service will take place on 
Dec. 24, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

YEAR-END 

SPECIAL 

EVENTS 
    

New Year’s Eve Youth Lock-In 
Mark your calendars for this annual event!  The Lock-In will take 
place on Friday, Dec. 27 this year. The Hillcrest youth group will 
spend the night celebrating at the church playing games and 
hanging out until the next morning.  This year’s theme is   
“The Hunger Games.” 
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VOL News - by Doris Ing 

Now that winter has finally arrived, the garden is taking a rest 
the next few months. The garden beds have been cleaned out 
and covered with straw. Some of the perennials continue to 
bring color and vibrancy during these cold and dreary days. 
Take a look and see if you can identify any of the perennials. 

Good news, the Columbus Public Health Department has 
awarded VOL with several garden supplies. We appreciate their 
generosity and support and look forward to the new year as we 
work together.  

Thank you to all the volunteers for helping with the fall clean 
up. All their hard work is much appreciated since spring 
planting is just around the corner. In order to prepare for the 
new growing season, the garden team will meet monthly 
starting on January 25 @ 10am. Come and join us as we pray 
and discern God's leading for phase 2.  

Many of you expressed interest in adopting a garden bed. With 
your enthusiasm, we will consider building several more 
vegetable garden beds, a strawberry patch, and flower beds.  

We are looking for more volunteers to help in 2014. If you have 
limited gardening skills or have lots of experience working in 
the garden, we can definitely use your help.  

Please contact Terry or Doris if you would like to get involved 
with VOL or have any questions.  



Pioneer Clubs December  
Newsletter 
 
THANK YOU…to all who helped make our 
annual Thanksgiving party a fun time.  
The teachers and parents really rolled up 
their sleeves to help make everything go 
smoothly.  Also, a big thank you to eve-
ryone that donated food for the Westside 
Food Pantry and items for our hometown 
hero, Dustin Withrow.  Thanks for being 
a blessing to those in need. 

 
5th Week Meeting 
Our next 5th Week meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, December 11th.  We will 
meet in the sanctuary for our awards 
presentations and then we will wrap up 
our night with singing Christmas Carols in 
order to practice for the following week’s 
caroling event.  Parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, friends….all are invited to 
join us on this fun evening. 

ALL CLUB CHRISTMAS CAROLING EVENT 
On Wednesday, December 18th we will 
be going to Darby Glenn Nursing &    
Rehabilitation Center in Hilliard to sing 
Christmas Carols.  We will meet at the 
nursing home at 6:30 p.m. (leaving from 
the church at 6:00 p.m. if carpooling) 
and begin to sing Christmas carols along 
the halls of the home and pass out 
Christmas gifts to each resident.  We will 
end our visit in the activity center for a 
time of snacks and fellowship.  This is an 
all church event, so anyone that would 
like to join us is welcome to come.     
Dinner will still be served at church on 
this evening.  Driving directions will be 
handed out at our 5th Week meeting on 
Dec. 11th and will be available in the 
church office.  Any questions, please  
contact Stacy Lee.  Looking forward to a 
great time! 

 
 

Pioneer Clubs News  by Stacy Lee 
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Saturday, January 10 -11, 2014  

Welcome to Café Chocolat Women’s retreat which will be held at Camp Kirkwood 
in Wilmington, Ohio.  Spend the weekend with a few of your favorite things – 
friends, food, praise and worship and chocolate!  Cost is $50 per participant 
which covers all meals, lodging, and conference materials.  Registration begins 
Sunday, October 20th.  All participants must register and pay at least $25 by 
December 22nd so a sufficient amount of supplies can be ordered.   

Contact Cathy Wright for more information. 

Dates to Remember!  

Dec. 11th – 5th Week Meeting 
Dec. 15th – Children’s Christmas Play 
Dec. 18th – Christmas Caroling at 
                 Darby Glenn 
Dec. 25th & Jan. 1st – NO CLUB 
                 Christmas Break 
Jan. 8th – Unit 3, Lesson 1 

  

 

We wish you a very  

Merry Christmas and a Blessed  

New Year 

From all of our Pioneer Clubs 
Leaders – Kara, Krista, Susie, 
Mandy, Soni, Grandma, Carla, 
Shawna, Amy, Steve, Jodi, Amy, 
Keren, Stacy and Pastor Tim ! 



Snow is on the ground, Christ-
mas music is on the radio, and 
the calendar is about to flip to 
a new year.  This means many 
exciting activities coming up. 

Breakout had its final meeting 
of the year with a trip to West-
ern Lanes for some bowling.  
We had a great time and eve-
ryone in attendance had fun.  
On Wednesday, December 11, 
the youth group will have a 
Christmas party at the Ware-
house.  The following Sunday 
we will join with the Pioneer 
Clubs on their annual caroling 
trip.  The senior high youth 
group will also have a Christ-
mas party, complete with a 
White Elephant gift exchange, 
on Sunday, December 22, at 

6:00pm, followed by a trip to 
the movie theatre to see the 
new Hobbit movie. 

The new college and young 
adult group has completed the 
What on Earth are we here 
for? study and have grown 
greatly through this time    
together.  We will continue 
meeting in the new year to 
continue growing together. 

One of our biggest events of 
the year is also coming up.  
Our holiday break lock-in will 
begin at 8:00pm on Friday, 
December 27 and conclude at 
7:00am on Saturday, Decem-
ber 28.  The theme for this 
year is The Hunger Games and 
the night will include many fun 
games, activities, and food.  All 

of the students will be divided 
into districts and will compete 
in various competitions to see 
which district is the best.  And 
may the odds be ever in your 
favor! 

We also have a lot of changes 
coming to our Wednesday 
night format beginning in 
January.  Some physical im-
provements are being made to 
the Warehouse and our   
teaching format is also going 
to change a little.  I am very 
excited about these improve-
ments and think they will help 
us to better serve our students 
and grow the ministry.  If 
you’d like to help with these 
improvements we will be    
having a cleaning day in The 

Warehouse (TBD). Be looking 
for more details about these 
improvements in the January  
newsletter. 

Youth News by Nathan Cooper 
    


